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RASHTRASANT TUKADOJI MAHARAJ NAGPUR UNIVERSITY

Anveshan:  

(Student Research Convention West Zone)

ORGANISED BY

 RASHTRASANT TUKADOJI MAHARAJ NAGPUR UNIVERSITY

AND

ASSOCIATION OF INDIAN UNIVERSITIES

Introduction

Spirit of inquiry creativity and innovativeness are some of the natural endowments bestowed upon human beings, which are the keys to transformations of life. These factors, when manifested in the form of research, open new frontiers of knowledge, which is instrumental for all forms of development. Perhaps, this is the reason for which research is recognized as one of the core functions of the universities/institutions of higher learning and the universities have been rendering this responsibility with utmost diligence. But, of late, research has become a subservient component in the university functioning. It is not considered a lucrative career option. Apart from this, resource constraints, lack of commitment, lack of proper encouragement, etc., are the impediments that are affecting the quality of research in our institutions of higher education. Another important factor for the deterioration of the quality of research is the absence of adequate training and other capacity building endeavour in our system, which has restricted students’ creativity only to rote memory. On the contrary, their potential should be nurtured and exploited for the benefit of the society. 

In View of this, the Association of Indian Universities has taken a pioneering initiative to organize student research conventions for the aspiring researchers through out the country. These conventions aim at identifying the young and rising talents who would be promoted through proper encouragement and incentives. Also an attempt shall be made to commercialize their research projects with industrial collaboration. The endeavour may accelerate scientific research and innovation and their application towards community development percolating to the grassroot level. The Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University in association with AIU is organizing a 3 day inter university research convention for West Zone (Phase-II) during 14th to 16th March  2008 at Nagpur.

Objectives












( 
To identify young talents with research aptitude and interest to take up research 
as career.

(
To promote the talent in research throughout the country.

(
To nurture the talent through specialized training and education in some of the 
nationally and internationally reputed premier institutions of higher learning in 
the 
country.

(
To augment financial and physical resources through collaboration with 
different 
sponsors for supporting education and training of the young researchers.


(
To provide proper incentives to enhance the skill of potential students

(
To initiate an intensive research culture in a selected group of institutions

Methodology 

(
The duration of the convention will be three days

(
Two types of projects-Individual and group projects are invited from the students for display.

In the first phase, your university might have already organized an exhibition of research projects at University level in which students from affiliated/ constituent colleges, research institutions and university postgraduate departments participated. 3 selected projects ( 1 in each area/field) are to be sent to Zonal level competition alongwith the evaluation sheet (Enclosed). 

In the second phase, the exhibition will be held at Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University, Nagpur for West Zone during 14th to 16th March 2008. The detail instructions and tentative programme is given in annexure. Every university is expected to send the completed entry from alongwith the summary of the project (Hard and Soft copy).
(
From each zone best 25 projects will be given entry to compete at the National level. A total of 100 selected projects will be displayed for assessment at the National level out of which 20 projects will be finally selected.

(
The projects will be assessed by a panel of experts drawn from various disciplines. The students whose projects will be selected in the final stage at national level convention will be promoted though proper incentives for career development in research.

Areas/Fields

The area/fields in which the convention is proposed are:

A
Basic Sciences, Engineering & Technology, and Agriculture

B
Health Sciences and Allied Subjects including Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, Nursing, Pharmacy, Nutrition etc.

C
Objective and result oriented projects in Social Sciences, Humanities, Commerce and Law.

Criteria for Assessment of Projects

All the projects will be assessed on the basis of following criteria. Each criterion will be assigned some weightage. The final selection of projects will be based on the cumulative weighatage given on all criteria.

(
Scientific Thoughts and Principles

(
Creativity

(
Thoroughness

(
Skill

(
Relevance

(
Cost Effectiveness

(
Teamwork

Apart from the above criteria, Scope of Commercialization of the projects will be considered as an additional merit. However, there will be no weightage point for this criterion. In case of the projects having scored equal cumulative waightage point, this criterion will be considered for making the final decision.

Eligibility for Participation

Entries of the research projects will be purely Institutional and only bonfide student from undergraduate to Doctoral degree level are eligible for taking part in the convention.

Entry/Registration Fee

Entry-Rs.500/- (per member including accompanying staff)

(The entry fee for zonal level competition in the form of Demand Draft drawn in favour of Association of Indian Universities, New Delhi and the Registration form should be sent to the Coordinator, Research Division, Association of Indian Universities, New Delhi with a copy to the coordinator of the Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University on or before 25.02.2008. The participant will also pay Rs. 500/-per person as hospitality charges to Zonal coordinator. This amount please be sent by DD in favour of Registrar, Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University, payable at Nagpur and drawn on any nationalized bank.
ANNEXURE

PROGRAMME

DAY-1: (14.03.2008) :
Inauguration of Anveshan:  




Poster/Model display of research projects in the form of exhibition to be



judged as elimination round by the judges. Can send one or more student’s


representative of the Team working on the projects. 

DAY-2: (15.03.2008) :
Oral presentation strictly by the students of the selected/short 




listed research projects in each category.

DAY-3: (16.03.2008) :
Declaration of results and prize distribution & Valedictory function
INSTRUCTION

(i)
Each university can send three entries (1 in each broad field/area) listed in the 
brochure. 

(ii)
Exhibits should be displayed on 13th March 2008 by 5.00 P.M.

(iii)
Identity of the College/University or participant is not allowed on the exhibit

(iv)
Exhibits will be evaluated by Judges for the award.

(v)
Exhibits will not be allowed to dismantle for three days.






(vi)
The short listed participants will have to make oral presentation of their research 
projects.

(vii)
For the oral presentation LCD or Overhead Projector will be provided. The power 
point 
presentation will be preferred. Therefore, each team should come prepared for the 
oral presentation (LCD/OHP operation will be sole responsibility of participants)

(viii)
The time for oral presentation will be 7 minutes for each participant. It will be 
followed by discussion.

 (x)
Size of exhibit should not exceed 1m x 1m.

(xi)
Accommodation will be made available in MLA Hostel (Shared basis) on request. 
The participant will have to pay Rs. 500 for local hospitality. The charges for local hospitality please be sent by DD drawn on Nationalized Bank in favour of Registrar, R.T.M. Nagpur University, payable at Nagpur.

(xii)
All participants will be provided certificate of participation.

(xiii)
The completed entry form along with the DD of Rs. 500/- for local hospitality 
charges and summary of the proposal (1500 words in hard and soft copy) be sent 
to coordinator Dr. A. D. Choudhary, Director, Board of College & University 
Development, R.T.M. Nagpur University, Mahatma Jyotiba Fule Education 
University Campus, Amravati Road, Nagpur-440033

