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Dear colleague,
This National Conference is organized to
review the current status of biodiversity
research in India. Since the Rio Earth Summit

7 back in 1992, biodiversity has been a central

global theme in environmental policy.

Knowledge on the present status and trends of

biodiversity and its components forms a key
element in the conservation of biodiversity and
its sustainable use. The conference aims at
capacity of India to identify, monitor and
document trends in biodiversity and also
attempts to identify key gaps in the Indian
infrastructure for biodiversity science and the
associated risks of these gaps. ;
The 2010, an International Year of Biodiversity

. has brought renewed attention to factors that

threaten biological diversity, including climate
change, pollution, deforestation, invasive alien
species and urbanization. Meanwhile, an
acknowledged gap has developed in global
understanding of biodiversity, particularly
issues caused by a worldwide shortage of
taxonomists, and a lack of research institutes
dedicated to biodiversity. The conference will
also consider the manpower supply of
taxonomic expertise, the effect of changing

! technologies on the field, and India's

contribution to biodiversity research.
Objectives:
e To review the present status of plant and
microbial diversity.
e To evaluate the impact of factors that threatens
biodiversity.
e Toidentify key gaps in biodiversity research
e To formulate strategies for capacity building in
taxonomy

e Issues and challenges for conservation of @&

important economic plants

- A panel discussion on the theme 'Biodiversity

research-knowledge gaps' has been planned
with a view to open up a dialogue among
scientists, researchers, academicians,
conservation managers, activists and policy
makers.







